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LƻǿŀΩǎ CƻǊŜǎǘ IŜŀƭǘƘ IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ 
 

Introduction 
Each year the Iowa DNR Forestry cooperates with numerous agencies to protect LƻǿŀΩǎ forests from insects, diseases, 
and other damaging agents. These programs involve ground and aerial surveys, setting up pheromone traps, following 
transects for sampling, collecting samples for laboratory analysis, and directing treatments for specific problems during 
the growing season. After each growing season, the Forestry Section issues a summary report regarding the health of 
LƻǿŀΩǎ forests 
 
This ȅŜŀǊΩǎ report begins with a brief summary of weather events, LƻǿŀΩǎ land characteristics, and several survey 
summaries for insects, diseases, and invasive plants that have the potential to impact the health of LƻǿŀΩǎ forests. The 
2022 Forest Health Highlights will focus first on the Forest {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΩǎ Major Forest Pest List (Page 6) and then cover the 
additional damaging agents that DNR surveyed. 
 

Weather Review 
This winter brought about average temperatures and on average levels of precipitation. There were several days in 
January that went above freezing, which caused many conifers to break winter dormancy. The repeated breaks in winter 
dormancy allowed for winter desiccation and eventual tree death in many conifer species throughout the state. Ongoing 
statewide severe drought conditions and extreme wind events in the west also contributed to conifer decline.  
 
The entire state experienced cooler than average spring temperatures with most all of Iowa receiving fewer rainfall 
events. Anthracnose (a fungal leaf disease) on sycamore and many other benign fungal leaf diseases were common 
throughout the state despite the drier conditions. Tubakia and other leaf spot fungi were reported on oaks throughout 
the summer months and the number of reports increased slightly over last season. 
 
Most of the state experienced normal summer temperatures statewide. However, drought conditions were present in 
most of the state with the driest condition occurring in central Iowa. Numerous reports of bur oak blight were made, in 
addition to frequent benign fungal leaf diseases that were being reported, in Eastern Iowa. DNR document an increase 
of 28% of oak leaf disease in 2022. Only bur oak blight was of concern. 
 
DNR and partners have added 9 new counties of positive cases for the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) in 2022. There are 93 of 
the 99 counties that have EAB confirmed. Several phone calls and emails were received about the increased level of ash 
mortality. Although there are many replanting efforts currently in place to offset this loss, DNR continues to provide 
resources to those communities who have been hit the hardest by this pest as funding allows.  
 
Efforts have also been made to survey and identify over 7,800 acres of damage of white oak mortality (WOM). DNR has 
seen increased cases of WOM within the southeastern part of Iowa. This complex is believed to be linked to a number of 
factors including: Armillaria root disease, two-lined chestnut borer, drought, oak wilt, and other climate related issues. 
DNR continues to monitor the WOM locations. New survey methods are being implemented for the 2023 season to help 
pinpoint the cause and is expected to be reported in the 2023 Forest Health Highlights. 
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Images provided by Midwest Climate Watch  
 

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/cliwatch/watch.htm
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